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Public Policy
Question 1: Explain why we study public policy. How do public policy and politics influence each other?
Studying public policy is crucial to understanding how political processes create key programs that work towards changing society or a country. According to Cochran and Malone (2014), unlike politicians who worry about their political ambitions and interests, the public worry about their economic well-being more than anything else. For example, the public worry about paying their mortgages and taking their children to school, the healthcare costs for their families and the possibility of an economic slowdown. All these and other economic aspects of society’s wellbeing are the key concerns to the members of the public (Cochran & Malone, 2014). Therefore, they will be more concerned with what decisions the government will make that affect these aspects of their lives. Studying public policy provide s one with critical insights into the society’s most pressing problems. 
In regards to politics, the public relies on politicians to make public policies that can impact their lives in a better way. According to Marume (2016), the importance of public policy making depends on the public administration's ability to stipulate clear objectives and make proper policies. Therefore, public policy is influenced by the political leaders and legislators who have the authority to make policies in the society. Even though the public, through public policy officials, are also included in the process, most of the critical aspects of public policy designing are undertaken by the political class. As Marume (2016) explains, public policy can take many forms including the authoritative government statements or position on a particular issue. 

Question 2: Choose a domestic public policy that has recently been implemented or changed. Which of the six stages of the policy-making process was most significant in the development of the policy? Why was this stage more impactful than the other stages?

The most recent domestic public policy in the United States that has been implemented is the Affordable Care Act (ACA) or Obamacare as it is mostly known. The public policy-making process is a multi-stage cycle which involves six key levels; for instance, the problem identification, agenda setting, policy making, budgeting, implementation, and evaluation. All these stages are critical and important in achieving an effective public policy. In the case of the ACA, the most significant stage in the development of this policy is the implementation. Over the past recent years since its enactment in 2010, ACA has not taken the public’s attention as it did the moment it was announced that it taking effect. Since it was started in 2010, ACA’s implementation has been met with various obstacles ranging from political objection to legal processes, which all aim at terminating the project. According to Marume (2016), no public activity can be achieved without a proper policy. 
The implementation stage of public policy making and development involves the level where the executive agencies engage in their bureaucracy to carry out and implement the policy. This can include adopting the regulations and rules, providing the services and taking any adjudication of disputes. In the case of ACA’s implementation the disputes, especially between the Republicans and the Democrats have been evident in the past, with the most recent being the Republicans threatening to repeal and change the ACA. Since 2010 when it was enacted and 2014 when it was first implemented, ACA has not even reached the evaluation stage because the country is stuck at the implementation level with division continuing to emerge between the two political camps, Democrats and Republicans. 
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